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HE deſign of this little piece is, to diſplay, in as conciſe a man- 
TEES ous 
To 


Ner ad poſſible, the methad bf a fioner's ſalva s Chriſt, 
w, that fallen man is a ruined, helpleſs creature - that he can be 
juſtified only through faith in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and— 
that every juſtified perſon is powerfully inclined to maintain good works. 
Theſe. importadt{truths cauuot perbaps, be better expreſſed; than 
in words borrowed from the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of the 
Church of England. They demand ua preference, not only becauſe 
they are Seen nervous and ſtriking, but alſo becauſe many who 


have KOO yeen 
be inclined to think better of them, when they find that they are the 
ſtandard Doctrines of their own Church. +... .. | 

Our excellent Reformers, in order to“ avoid diverſities of opini- 
2 5. am w v ſtahliſm tonſentitbuching true Religion, “ drew up, 
and publiſhed, in the year 7 A Summary of their religious prin- 
ciples. It conſiſted of XXXIX. Articles. , They were agreed upon by 
the Archbiſhops'and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy 
in Convocation afſembled; i 7 7d boriotlgt ²· «HEAL 


To this . Miniſter of the Church of England fubſceibes theſe 
4 He ac 


articles.“, He acknowledges all and every one, 15 0 bel agręea- 
„ of the Word of a ii a, wal ie —— Ane 
and ex animo ſubſcribe them.. He. publicly..declares before the 
Congregation, his C upfeigned aſſent ai conſent;tv the. | 
And leſt any, ion to the truth, ſhould maintain, 
chat the Artigles: are ambiguous = adenit of 4 certain lstitude or, are 
capable of uaridus ſenſos, it was wiſely. ordained, by ko Bar de- 
claration, prefixed to the Articles, That no man hereafter ſhalt ei- 
\<.;ther 12 or preach to draw the Article aſide any way, but ſhall 
Hoſubmit to it an the plain und full meauing thereof and ſhaft hot 
ten put his on err i mb tide; but 
« ſhall take it m the #teral and grammatical fenſe. And of fuch vaſt 
impeftance are the Articles deemed by the Church. that ſhe declares 
by the Vth Canan, ; that whoſoever ſhall afirm;; Nhat any of the 
Nine and Thirty Articles are in any part ſuperſtitio 
mat mmunicated 1% Fado; and not reſtored, but only by 
the Archbiſhop, after his reperitange, and public revocation of ſu 
his wicked errors.“ A | 


nr 4 SOKCU A 361 22. brraknÞ. - 
Notwithſtanding all this, it is too obyious to need a proof, that the 


| OY oe conan of the Reformation are kept out of ſight, And this 
| muſt appearaawfully evident; to thoſt who compare the modern ſtile of 

| preaching with the articles and liturgy. Hence it has come to Te 
"4 | | | IE Sh 


rejadiced àgainſt theſe Noftriges; may, it is hoped, - 
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1 that are regenerated, where 42 2 the. fleſh, called in Greek 


Je ir not, a. mere imitation. of Adam: 


ae, Matt. xy. 18, 19. And God ſaw that the. i 
RG \ great. in the earth. and that every. imagination of tb 
ar 


heaven upon t 
Jie 275 eek (God. The are % gone afide, they are altogether become filthy z 


os everlaſting.” 'The*Hordly on Chriſt's Nativity) has theſe 
Words: “( As befbfe (the fall; A } was moſt beautiful and” pretcidus; 
0 now he was moſt oi And wN. Inſtead nk th ima ge of Gop N t 
* x Was now become the tor THE DEVIL. * Inſtead of the « 
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p bronema ſarkot, which fore dd ex ouhd, the Wiſdom, fome Senjuali- 
* ty, fone rhe Afecklon, ſome % re of the_ 17.5 is not ſubject 
, to the law of God. And although there is no, ole 90 ation for il «« 
them that believe and are baptiz et the apoſ ſtle , * 
« that concupiſcence and luſt hath of itſe the natute of . uf 


In this Article we are told k Or; 85e ln for nd Whdeiid , 

T Wee not conſiſt in following . 

a bad example 3 but it is the fault and corruption of ws 110 mt of | 

all Adam's poſterity.” We are hereby taught, = th 

J. That the nature of every man is extremely and tore a e ſp 
5 II. That this natural corruption ariſes not fm evil bal is or ex- 


amples, but from the fall of Adam. 5 
u hat we are thereby juſtly expoſed to God ana ak damina- 5 

n | 
| 415 14 by Vin , Ca 


fy Nu nature wp every man in the world j is Rh vea, a a 


The ward of Gel jepreſcins the beate 6 the nr f ll oe U a 
fey which are diſcovered i in words, and actions. The nerf is deceirf uf x” 
þ. 4 all things, and deſperately wicked, Jer. xvũ. 9. Out, of. the. bear ce 
ed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, el 3 e, 40 ning . vs 


1 8 os cc 


as 


15 . 
+ was. only evil continually, And it repented the Lard 2%, 


mah on t earth, and it grieved im at bis heart, Gen, vi 1 
Now this is the caſe not of ſome, or of many, bub e of 2 mankind' re 
univerſally, without diſtinction or exception. The nature of all is e- 0 
qually deprayed, though ſome are reſtrained by the power of God from | 
actions wi in the ſight of men. The Lord looked gown from 


en of men; to ſce if there were any that did underftiind N © 


none that derb g deu, no n, Pfalm xiv, BS +5 T . 1 #] 
us alſo ſpeaks” the Shed different parts of the Liturgy. (« 
is no ealth in us. We ure tied and Bound with the chain of h 


f Through our ſi . wickedneſs we are ſore let and hin- it 
«« dered. "May it pleaſe thee; that hy thewholeſome medicines of the ec 


*« dodtrine delivered by,him, all the diſeaſey;of pur ſouls may be | 
«« healed.” 
erde. the Holt zs, It on the Mifery of Nan if. || p 


ns, that Of vjjrſelves; and by ourſelves, we have 0 'S0ODNESS,, 
r; de SRP f, 8 dut, cotitrartwiſe, ſin, damhation, an 


„ eftizen 
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5 WR 
7. bien River, he was flow become the DONDSLAYE oF HELL, 
40 „ no one part of his former purity and cleanneſs ; but bein 


ce Atogether $POTTED and'DAFICED, inlomuch that he now 
A* nothing but 4 LUMP or si.“ 


This humdlis Ty truth might be further fon by the inſtitution ind 


uſe of BAPTISM, which is tber ed to be ©© an outward. viſible 
% ſign, of an inward and ſpiritual gra ate. 75 Ar the 7 Water 
is ſaid to be the viſible ſign in Baptfiſm: And che inward grace is, 
% death unto fin » and a new bier thts Fw rn By It tis plain 
therefore, that if we were bt Born in fin, we need not be born again 
that, if infants themſelves Were not u 3 they would not need that 
ſpiritual waſhing, , which is typified ,, aptiſm., But here, let the 
reader beware of miſtakes. Bap tim! Viet Vater, is but the type of 
the SpIAK1 T's Baptiſm. * He N15 is born again, is a new creature, 
Old things art dont away," all things are betome new, © If this be not th: 
caſe with you, your Baptiſm will not profit pi foul; 1 ou are yeti 
RT ain OATS 
ihop+ Beveridge, (a very lear a man), 
this 2 155 has * following memorable and —— 4 
l do not only betray the inbred venom of my heart, by poiſons 
ing my common actions, but even 1 moſt religious performances al- 
ve lo, with ſin. __I cannot pray, but I fin ; I cannot hear, or preach a 
« ſermon, but 1 ſin; I cannot give an alms, or receive the facra: 
Ma ment, but I ſin: Nay, I cannot ſo much as confeſs my. ſins, but 
«« my very confeſſions are ſtill aggravations of them; my repentance 
„ needs to be repented of, my tears want waſhing, and. the very 
0 wäſhing of my tears needs ſtill to be waſhed over * with the 
10 '© blood of my Redeemer.” We” Fe a 


II. The corruption of man's nature nei not t from er habits ot 
example, but from the fall of Adam. rf 2d 


Thus che ſcriptures declare, Rom. v, 12. B one man fin entered int 
the world, and death by fin.: and. ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
(or, in wHoOM, that is, in Adam) all have N The Apoſtle is 
here ſhewing why all die; the reaſon is, becauſe all have ſinned. Yor 
it is certain Rake die, who have not ſinned auall; ver. 14. Death 
ed oiver them that bad wet finned after the fimilitude of Adam' #tranſgre 
Now-can' we ſuppoſe that a good and righteous God would bal the 
death-warrant of multitudes of new-born babes, if their natural de- 
pravity did not render them proper ſubjects of diſſolution? Or, if 
there was not a fatal connection between them and the firſt ſinner? 
In ſhort, it is aſſerted, Rom. V. 990 By EINER N Very 
made finntrs. ' 12 91 5 

The Houiriz: agree with hi Scriptures i | the dare of 
this: doctrine. Obſerve the follo) wing paſſage in. Adam 


5 
0 men 9 ſinned, ſo 1 Adam atm Fele „ har 
1 * 


_ 
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« reward of ſin, „ Oh! 1 
„ this, that the fin of Nm man 


81 
oeful ſta 
TH Pie 2 10 1557 N 


„that nothing in he world fnig ht be looked for, but ant 155 
ty : 


ee death, and Dali Flicn . 'vee 95. K ih on the Nati vi 

Let none obet '9 is important tru + $04 deem it unjuſt that we 
marie 5775 throug 955 am's fault. 1 ought to ſilence every murmur, 

hat he e 0 fall the earth does ri ght, eſides, it ſhould be remem- 
ered, le ad A th, , as the 1 and repreſentative of his poſter] 
erfever In ba e Mars appineſ: ſs gw: have been thereby fo 

ver ſecured. 211 s an excell 9. diyine), I preſume * 
would * objected, As | it they wn, { not ta the one, they ought 

#07 to the other.” T“ 

Above all, 15 5 that Chjiſt Jeſus is the ſecond Adam); and that, 

as by one man's PI E. MANY were conſtituted Six EAS, in 

1 manner, ( hat is, by tiers), by the Weesen of 
one, ſhall many be ma eignen, i111 


III. We obſerve from this Article, that ſinful man * now July e ex- 
poſpd to God's wrath, and damnation. 


The apoſtle Paul antes the Epheſians, that the were Wa nature 
CHILDREN or Writ H, Tt is alſo written, By the offence Ad 7500 m 
bee came upon all nen, to CONDEMNATION, oy fe v. 18. 

th 8 C 1. in the Homily upon Chriſt's Nativity: ie i = 
ny. in Adam, were hot Ung e 4 A Wicks 11 crooked 

Negele rotten and corrupt trees, ground, Hof Lok ref 

id briars, 10ſt merp, and p odipal Gas, olg) and unprofitab le 

| 1 „ en, unrightzous ſtewards, workers of 1nzquity, the brood of 

«« adders, blind” guldes, ſirting in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of 
death: to be ſhort, nothing elſe but c#iLprEN Or PERDITION, 
$5, and Ix ZAM ITeng OF HELLYPIR BY 6: This ſo great and miſe- 
1% rable a PLAGUE, if it had only reſted on Adam, 1 the better 
8 Mare dean borne ; but it fell — only on hi but alſo on his 

efterity for ever ; ſo that the aubole 2 4 of. dam $ race mould 
I uſtain the ſelf-fame F ALL, and PUNISHME e 


It ſeems unnereſfary, and indeed almoſt impo . to add any 
thing to theſe. teſtimonies ; unleſs it be © of B A Hall's, 
Who ſtiles a wicked man, air a BEAST, and a AD VIL ;?? 
becauſe 4 natural man, unchanged ang unreſt dy the grace of 
mw unites in himſelf they n/ual anhetites of a deaſt; and "+ — 
will of à dexil. If .fuch a creature deſerve not God? s wrath, ir 
8 hard to ſay who does, or who can. 
wn reſpect td the latter part of the Article, . that e this in- 
«« fection of or gs remains, even-in the regenerated,” it needs little 


| = the be 7 hayin N © Me it; 7 nona but 
Mok x JO are TE | poſb ly deny it. Moors any M, the 
e i.epi nl , * N dee h Wers, Nova * 3g 
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Fg K x 1 ' 1 ; 
cluded), 3/ ave ;/ay WE: have to fon, due dereivt onr/ebver, and the truth 
is not in us. And not only is ſin i» us, but too often the moſt ſerious 
Chriſtian is conftrained to acknowledge, that the /aw in his members 
not only rebels againſt-the- law- of hir nd, but (ſometimes, alas!) 
brings him into cayTIviTY 70 the law of fin, which i in his members, 
Then, with the fpirit as well as the words of St, Paul, he'cries,, O 
wretched man that I am! who foall deliver me frum tie body of this 
death, Rom. vii. 25. L | | in 


. ” s * 
= 
— —2— —:—2— 


$11. MAN's RECOVERY, EFFECTED BY CHRIST, 


T HE deſcription already given of man's miſerable ſtate by na- 
ture, is indeed a gloomy one; and might well cauſe the ſen» 
ſible heart to ſink and deſpair, were there not a molt gracious, fuit- 
able, and all- ſufficient Remedy provided. This is briefly, but ex- 
eellently, held out in the XIth Article, " oh ES | 


Of the JUSTIFICATION. of MAN. i 
We are accounted righteous before God, only ſor the merit of 


„ our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own 
«« works or deſervings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by faith on- 


ly, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more 


largely is expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification.”” _ 5 

As this Article is of inconceivable importance, let us attentively 
conſider its ſeveral parts. „ Hp 
I. What it is to Fa righteous before GG. 

hy That we are not accounted righteous för our own wwerks er de- 

rings. | * „ e eh eee OT 

III. That we are accounted righteous for the merit of Chrift, 

IV. That this merit or righteouſneſs becomes ours by faith. 

V. That this doctrine is both wholeame and comfortable. | 
I. We are to examine what is meant by being accounted righteaus be» 
fore Gad, And here obſerve, RicnTtEOUSNESS IS A PERFECT CON= 
FORMITY TO THE HOLY Law. or Gon: That law of God, which 
is contained jn the ten commandments. Which, commandments re- 
quire, PERFECT Lovs To God, and prxyEcCT Love re Man. An 
unſinning obedience. Without a ſingle failure in thought, word, or 
deed. And a continuance in this perfect obedience through life, 


The law makes no!allowances. It has no reſpe& at all to human in- 


firmity. It does not fay, Do as well as you can.“ But, “ Do 
„ this—Do it all—Do it e ee lie. Won 
«« dg not, you mall dis.” f, 

them) 


A 


. 
* 


ö 5 A er derb the righteouſneſs which is of 
every one of 


_ the Jaws F hut the man ud derb theſe things, (all 


them) Hall live by them, Rom. x. 5. On the other hand, read 
conſequence of a fingle failure; Gal, iii. 10. As many as are of the works 
of the law, are under the. curſe ;. for it is auritten, CURSED is, EFERY 
NE. that CONTINUETH. net in ALL things aubich are written inthe 
book of the law to go bm 
No we are moſt. certain, that. NO fallen man ever obeyed; this law 
perfor. God himſelf..declares, There is NONE righteous, (in bim- 
elf) ö NOT ONE, Rom. iii. 10“ The conſcience of every man in 
the world, ſays the ſame. YOU are not righteous. You have of- 
6 ten confeſſed you was a ſinner. By your own mouth therefore YOU 
« ſtand condemned.” Now, the wages of /in, (of every fin) #s 
DEATH, Death eternal. Rom, vi.,23, It matters not for any one 
to ſay, I am better than others; I have not committed ſuch and 
«« ſuch a crime,” The queſtion is, Have you wept the whole law, or 
have you not? If you have not, you are UNRIG TEOUS ; ſo fays 
St. James, chap. ii. 10. Whoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in ONE point, L is guilty of ALL. For he that ſaid, Do not commit adul- 
ztry, Jaid alſo, Do not kill. "Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou 
kill, thou art become a tranſgrefſbr of the law. If a criminal ſhould be 
found Sul of MURDER, in a court of juſtice, it would anſwer no 
purpoſe if he were to plead that he had not committed 16H TREA- 
80N. It is enough to convict a ſinner, and juſtify the ſentence of e- 
ternal death, that he has broken the law in one point; he is therefore 
an 'UNRIGHTEOUs man. Now God will never account a man righ- 
teous, if he is unrighteous. — Therefore PET 


own works or, deſervings. © 


this, Read the homing paſſages, and remember that they are the 
word of God. By GRACE are ye ſaved-NOT OF WORKS, left 
any man ſbould boaft, Eph, ii.'8. By the, deeds of the law ſhall no fleſp 
be juſtified in HIS SIGHT, Rom. iti. 20. Knowing that. a man is not 
Juftified by the works of the law, but by the. faith: of Jeſus Chriſt ; even 


Cbriſt, and not by the works of the law :- for BY THE WORKS OF THE 
LAW SHALL NO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED, Gal. ii, 16, Theſe ſcriptures 


muſt be deciſive with you, if you believe the word of Gd. 
The Liturgy ſpeaks the ſame language. It ſays, O Lord God, 


«« who ſeeſt that we put not our truſt in any THIN G that we do.“ 


Again, We lean oxLy upon the hope of thy heavenly grace.“ 
So alſo in the Communion Service, We do not preſume to come to 

| pf thy thy table, O merciful Lord, truſting in ov own, righteouſ- 
* neſs,? 1 | 59 ; 2 wich 8 =, TE? r b Pty lt 
The Homily on the Miſery of Mankind ſays, Let us know our 
*« own works, of what imperfection they be, and then we Hal) not 


& 


— — — — — — — 
— — — — — — 


II. We are not (we cannot be) accounted righteous before Ged, for our 


There is no truth in the Bible more frequently inſiſted upon than 


we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the faith of - 


v 9 - TY e 
— —— oo tn nw eu u_ — 63 ** :, N 


— — 


1 


t ſtand foolibly: and arregantly in our own conceits, nor challenge. ANT 
% AR of juſtification, by our own merits or works.” + 

The ſecond part of the Homily of Salvation ſays, Juſtification'i is 
« not the office of man, but of God; for man cannot make himſelf 
«4 righteous by. his, own works, NEITHER IN PART, non IN" THE 
« WHOLE ; for that were the greateſt Au, and PRESUMP- 
« ro of man, that Antichriſt could ſet-up againſt God, 'to affirm 
that man might, by his own works, take away and purge his own 
« ſins, and ſo juſtify himſelf.” _ 

Having fully proved that we are not accounted ri — before 
God, for our own works or deſervings, we proceed to 


III. That wwe are accounted . for the merit, or — ; 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chri 


The prophet Daniel, chap; ix. 24. ſpedting. of Meſliah, fays, He 
ball finiſh tranſgreſſion—make an end of fin male recontiliation for iniqui- 
ty—and bring in EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS. All this, Criſt 
Jeſus aQually performed. We are told, 2 Cor. v. 21. that He was 
made SIN-FOR US, who knew no fu, that wwe might be made" the © 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of Gad IN HIM. What a bleſſed exchange 
Chriſt Jeſus, the righteous one, takes eur fin, and ſuffers for it! 
We, unholy ſinners, take his righteouſne/s, and are juſtified by it! 
Hereby we are not merely ſaid ta be made righteous —but.Rrc ate 
oUSNESS itſelf: nor that only, but. the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 

JOD. Becauſe Chriſt Jeſus is Goo rT HE TRUE uin 

TY Gop—JzHoVaH, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. See- J. 2 1. 14. 
ola v. 20. Iſa. ix. 6. Jer. xxiii. 6. 


The Homilies are remarkably explicit on this head. Chriſt Jeſus 
paid . The price of our redemption, by the offering of his body, and 
* ſhedding of his blood, with FULFILLING: or THE Law, perfectly 
and thoroughly.“ In another part of the ſame Homily, we are 
nformed, that God! % provided a ranſom for us, that was the moſt 
precious body and pose of his own dear and beloved Son, Jeſus 
« Chriſt : who, beſides this ranſom, rulrIIIED THE LAW FOR 
© US PERFECTLY." Take one more paſſage, - than which nothing 
an be plainer, or more to the p * «« Chriſt is now become the 
g righteouſneſs of all them that o truly believe i in him. Hz, rox 
F THEM, PAID THE RANSOM, BY HIS: DEATH, He, rox THEM, 
l, H ruLFiLLED THE LAW. Ix HIS LIFE,” Hence, and hence ozly, 
are we accounted e before God, t us now owe! in the 
ext place, 


IV. That this Merit, or Rightrouſnck of cmi. bene, ours BY | 
ATITH. 


Thus faith St. Paul, Rem. fil. 22. The Righteou 155. of God; is BY 
AITH, unte all, and upon all them that believe. By grace are ye ſaved, 


— 
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his juſtification, but onLY x TRUE AND LIVELY RATTH oo eo—— 


[ o 3 get 
through FAITH, Eph. ii. 8. He aber BELIEVETH, ſhall be * 
he that belieweth nit, Hall be: damned, Mark xvi. 16. Where is boaftiny, 
then ? it is excluded, By dat la? of abi, Nay © bur by the law 
of FAIT H. Therefore woe conclude; that a man ir. juſtified by FAFT H, 
auit haut the deeds of the laws Rom. iii. 275 29. -— Let this troch be fur: 
ther confirmed: by the Homilies.. 

This righteouſneſs, which we ſo receive of God's mercy, and 
4 Chriſt's merits, EMBRACED BY FAITH; is taken, accepted, and fo 
„allowed of God, our perfect and full juſtification,” St. 

£5, Paul declareth here nothing upon the behalf of man concerning 


65 Yet that faith doth not ſhut out r W hope, love, dread, and 51 
4e the fear of God to de joined with man that is juſti- P. 
e fied ; but it ſhutteth them out from = office vg juſtifying.— 

« It excludeth them, ſo that we may not do them to this intent, to 

de made juſt by doing them. | 
But let the reader carefully obſerve, that man is not ſaved by the 
„kal of his faith, any more than by the merit of his works. 
Faith is the gift of God 5 and, it is impoſſible: to merit any thing of © 
God, by what we receive. from him; nay, we are told, Rom, iv. 16. 
T herefore it is of FAITH, that it might be by GRACE; and if it be © 
of grace, merit of every kind is * for erer excluded. Rom 


xi. ö. —1t remains now to ſhew, ev 
V. That the Doctrine of juſtification by Pairh, is a moſt 2 do 
doctrine, and very full of comfort, let 


That this is avhole/ſome, we may fafe affirm, becauſe it is a truth 
of God; and it would be blaſphemy o the fouleſt kind,. to. charge a 
licentious tendency upon God's precious truth. Exrzx tres too 
proves, that it is SHoleſ ome; © The vileſt of mankind have been won- 


_ derfully changed upon their belief of it. And it. is worth notice, that 


of the worſt character in the world - the profane the drunken 

e debauched, yea, wretehes at the gallows, are, in general, ad. 

— for juſtification by works; while thoſe, whoſe lives are the 
mw holy and ſelf-denied, abhor the idea of merit. See Rom. vi. 

mo of England ſays farther, that this doctrine is comfort: 


2 ved 8 fell of 0 = Ir And fe fays St, Fad, Rom. v. 1. Be. 4 
ing Juftified by faith aVe eate awith God. >ad alſo of Jo ] 0 
aud peace IN — 7; And 0 72 unſpeakable 14 Fall of glory. Thy G 

— of falvation b y merit of hüman works, ba ſuit a whole 


L which, when he had done, it is ſaid, bz Wet with. all his houſe.” 


hearted "Sept; one who never knew God, the law, or himſelf; but 
it would drive a convinced ſinner to deſpair. The conyinced jailer, 


Ads xvi. 25, &c. who aſked with the utmoſt anxiety, Haha mu 14 
to be ſave, 7 was directed only, to believe on the Lord Feſus 


) 
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$ III. THE. GRATITUDE OR THE REDEEMED, 
mor de BY OBEDIENCE. 

4 HB Goſp bel mathe of Salmition, exhibited in the foregoin 

q Pages, — 4 calculated, not only to reſcue man from mi- 

aer. hut to glorify God the e and that, not only by the har- 

t. ¶ mony Au lf e of his attributes, dut dy caufin the ſubjes of his 

8 rich 71570 to Bin before men, that the world, bebolding their good works, 


may glerify their heaven ather. This doctrine is charmin ly diſ- 
5 5 in the XIIth . Rae" - 985 


8 6 WORKS. 


„ Albeit that works, which are the fruits of faith, and fol- 
„low after juſtification, cannot put away our fins, and endure the 
i« ſeverity of God's judgment x yet are they pleaſing and acceptable 
to God in Chriſt, and do | * g out N of a true and lively 
6. faith; infomuch, that by t . faith may * evidently | 

10 known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit.” 


If this Article be rightly underſtood, it will top the mouth of 
every one who objects to ju faith, as. though it were a 


uo NN reins of N works. che. II we may underſtand it well, 


e WW © 


I. What good works are: then obſerve | 

II. That they are the fruits of faith. But, 

1 II. That the beſt works of the beſt men have no ſhare in juſtiß⸗ 
cation; 

W. That 1 „ pleaſing abi accep table to God i in Chriſt and, 

V. That they prov our faith to be Bel. | 


It is greatly to be feared, that many know not, 


I. What good works are. All is not gold that glitters. That any 
work be accounted good by God, it flow; 1. From a good prin- 
eiple. Man looketh at the outward appearance, the Lord looketh at 
the heart. = acce . not the 7 . pray Pare 8 Lg 
lo a c . work is done by a 

God will no accept that which he never required. God's word, not 
man's faney, it jos proper: rule of pbedience. 3. The end or aim of 
any work m „ or the work itſelf God's glory is the 
noble cue bf © es Nag Woe be to him whoſe praying, 
„ Mfaſting, alms, &c. are to eſtabliſh, a religious character among mortals, - 


"Wor. to 12 1 75 favour of $90: + This will more: Went appear by 
Nfonſidering, % 00 10 vio” 
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WHICH HAVE BELIEVED. in God, might 


1 


II. That good works are the fruits of Faith. | . 
1. None but a believer can do à good work. Every unbeliever is 
deſtitute of a good principle does not work by a good rule — does not 


I 


aim at a right end. Phe ſcripture poſitively athrms, that bey that ar. 


in the fleſh, canuut pleaſt Gad, Rom. vii. 8. And again, Without Faith 


it is IMPOSSIBLE to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. Nay more, What/oever 


is not of Faith,: 1S' SIN; Rom. xiv. 23. Which paſſages fully juſtify 
the excellent words of our Reformers, in the XIIIth Article. 
Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of 
« his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they ſpring not of 
<« faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they make mer! meet to receive 
grace, or (as the ſchool-authers ſay) deſerve grace of congruity : 
«« yea, rather, for that they are not done as God hath willed and 
* commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the na- 
« ture of ſin.“ 8 Son 12 | 

\ Biſhop Beveridge expreſſes the fame truth, in the following moſſ 
ſtriking words: Is a matter of admiration to me, how any one, 
«« that pretends to the uſe of reaſon, can imagine that he ſhould be 
accepted before God for what comes from himſelf ! For, how is it 
«« pofhble that I ſhould be juſtify'd by good works, when I can do no 
« good works at all before I be firſt juſtify*d? My works cannot be 
c accepted as good, *till-my perſon be ſo; nor can my perſon. be ac- 
**. cepted by God, till firſt engrafted into Chriſt; before which enz 
«** grafting into the true Vine, it is impoſſible I ſhould bring forth good 
*« fruit; tor the plowing of the wicked is fin, ſays Solomon, Prov. xxi. 
% 4. yea, the ſacrifices of the wicked are an.abomination ta the Lord, chap. 
% xv. 8, And, if both the civil and, ſpiritual actions of the wicked 
be ſin, which, of AL their actions, ſhall have the honour to juſti- 
4 5 them before God. Thus we ſee, that an unbeliever, a, man 
without true faith, does not—cannot perform good works. It is e- 
qually true, 2. That good works are “ the fruits of faith, and fol- 


© © low after juſtification.” Read and remember the following ſcrip- 


tures. FAITH WORKETH BY LOVE, Gal. v. 6. This is @ faith- 
fel ſaying, and theſe: things I will tbat thou 1 that THEN 

be careful to maintain GOOD 
WORKS, Tit. iii. 8. Do wwe then. make void the law through faith? 
Ged forbid : Tra, aur eftablifh the law, Rom; iii. 31. The whole 11th 
chapter of the Hebrews might be introduced for this purpoſe, but it 
may .be read 26 leifure.-;u 537 39 55 2 dobro 2005 1392086 344 Hi 104 


The Homilies are. very clear and full ypon'this head. That upon 
Salvation ſays, A true and lively faith in Chriſt, brifgeth” forth 
„good works, and a life according to God's commandments,” 
Again, “ Theſe be the fruits of true 15 
< lieth' in us, to every man ; and above ul things, and in all things, 
to advance the glory of God. 312 885 
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Such is the true faith, that the ſeripture doth ſo much commend, 
the which when it ſeeth and confidereth whar God hath” done for 
us, is alſo moved through continual aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
« toſerve and to pleaſe him to keep his favbur, to fear his diſplea-' 
ſure, to continue his obedient children, ſhewing thankfulneſs again, 

by obſerving or keeping his: commandments, and that freely, for 
true love chiefly, and not for dread: of puniſhment, or love of tem- 

1 poral reward: cotjſidering how clearly without OO we _ 
_ TIRE mercy ira! cpm yruc 1 Ro Ke 

This * being f afficiently: eſtabliſhed; and-alling fo pradice'ra- 
ther than proof, let us proces 0 ben, Kilt a. e 


III. That the beſt works of the beſt men, io Þ no preteations to 
merit, or any ſhare 1 in our Juſtification before God. | 


T he Article ſays, 220 vir. Cod derb. —truly. duch, . FEY „ 
aith,” * tie he cannot Weg re the e ſeverity of God's "iudgvient, nor put. 
au , eſt work of 185 $ hand. would. be found deficient, 
if wel Hed che 1 of Vie "PLLA A rand mexits ho, 


U 
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. 860 155 8 5 6e itt . ind a c fo 880 ” Pr 3s 
od was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto-himelf. © God. in Chriſt, 
ignifies, a reconciled God. He is become ſuch to all who believe. 
e loves them in his Son. Ie regards the members, as he regards the 
ead. And being in this happy ſtate, what they do out of love to him 
5 exceedingly acceptable. Let us conſuls the ſacred oracles, Rom. xii. 
. 1 beſeech v, brethrek, by.the mercies\of Cad, that ye bench eu- bodies 
5 living ſacrifice, holy, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD. So again, cha & 
iv. 18. He. that in theſe things ſerveth Chrift,' IS. ACCEPT ABLE IO. 
OD. So ſaith St. Paul i oo ARNE N 2 yh thikgs | 
hich aper ſent from you (Philippians); au edour of 4 ſweet fiel afar 
rifice opener fron We Pleaſi ing. to: God, Phil. iv. 4 Fi What: a.cogent 
r gument, what a forcible. inducement this, to all holy, loving obedi- 
nce! That the God o heaven takes kindly ,at our hands, every poor 
vice done from love 0. his dear name, and out of 7 tor his, 
recious e . as 1 motife to virtue, t us n 
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- V. That by good works we prove our faith to he good. For , they 
«« ſpring NECESSARILY Out of a trus ant lively faith. St. James 
ſpeaks of a dead faith; that is, ſuch a faith s produces noworks;' 
chap, ii. 17. A man may fay; T hou haft faith; ani have works. A good 
man, a real believer, may deteq᷑ the counterfeit profe ſſor thus: You' 
* ſay that you have faith 3 S me thy faith HETHOUT. thy works — 
«« if you can. But fnows O vain men, that this is impothblle,- for 
faith without works is dead faith”? it is not the faith of God's cleft: 
Now, ſays the true believer, will pew 1hee MY faith BY my works 
which is the proper, ſcriptural method of proving it to be truly good, 
To illuſtrate this matter fully, the Apaſtie proceeds. to ſhew : A. 
braham, the father of the faithful, who was juſtified by faith zz ror 
God, was juſtified by works BRTORE MEN. Was not Abraham e 
by works, (before men) when he had offered 1ſaac his fon upon the altar ? 
certainly he was. And thereby was the ſcripture, FULFILLED, (got 
con trad{Qed) avhich ſaith, Abraham believed God, ànm it was imputed 
to him for righteoufng/s ; or, 'as it is in the Hebrew, Cen. xv. 6. God 
imputed righteouſneſs to him. Thus it Dpears, t at St. James genie 
«© a man can be juſtiſied by a dead faith, which St. Paul never affirms; 
«© and St. Paul affirms, that a man is:juſtified by a livi faith, which 
«© St. James never denies ; and ſo inſtead of obfottns they each con- 
tribute to throw e n that intereſting paint, the 7u/ification of 
« a finner, in the fight of Ged. It ought. alſo zac vate that the 
juſtification of Abraham before God, by faith in the promiſe, was, in 
point of time, before the birth of his ſon Iſaac, and con equently twenty 
ears at leaſt before he offered him up, by which, action, as.4 fruit of 
bis faith, he was juſtified before men. "Thereby his faith was proved 
to be real, ſolid, and ſtrong. And in the ſame manner, that is, by o- 
bedience to God's commands, aue are to prove the ſincerity of our faith, 


a ral, that won ks by Love. 
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T 8E, dear reader, are ſome of the moſt important doftrines 
1 ofſthe gofpedl, and of the church of England. The foregoing 

have briefly, but fully proved, That fallen man is entirely Tuned 
y im That his retovery is only effected by Chrit— and, That the 
gratitude of a rec dul will be proved by his holy ohedlience. 
And now, permit me: to aſł you a ſetious queſtion. Have you fet# 
ouſly confidered. theſe things? _You perhaps was born, baptized, and 
educated in the church of England; but are you experimentally ac- 
quainted-with your ſinful ſtate by nature, as here repreſented ? Have 


you 


r 


1 J 

you þoen alarmed to on your perſonal danger. that you, even vc, art 
the * . 2 ctaature, juſtly expoſed to the yengeance of 
2 moſt and. offended God? And has this view of 
de magter AN. you — romnes fetyent;: heart-prayer?? : You: 
have often cried in the church, ord, have mere 1b. , Chrify 
hawug Wercy\upon'us J Have you offered the ſame petition in private? 

If this has been your experience, the language of your heart is, like 
one of our dying Martyrs;: None but Obriſt ; none but Chrift., Vou 


cannot, you dare not, you do not preſume to come Before God, truſting in 


your own righteouſneſs. — 4 will you renounce all dependance on 


your innocence, church- ,alms, and ſincere obedi- 
ence. With St. Payl, the conv ed riſee, you will ſay, What 


things were gain to me, thoſe counted loſs G 4 Tea, doubtleſs, and 
a” | all 701 but Joſs, for the excellency.o nowledge Crit Fe- 
ſus my Lord * 725 hom I have „ Juffered * A 0 "7 things, and do count 
them _ dung a bat 1 rady/\w#n Chr} be found in di, ther 


mint own 'vighteoufucſs:qubich tr of th 1 han that vob ir throus 
_ ef, Giri, the: Highteoufies which is of Golf fy faith, PHI. 5 


** youthes a believed in Chriſt? You are «happy man ln: 
art thou m friend, fort fe/þ 770 hath wot ther 4 theft” ha ated to 
to ya. | but your (heavehly Father. '' How then is yo Nerf en 
your great ö e — ax your lovip 
and Saviour? Does not 1b foot of (Chrift 'cnft# ain you to 77775 Niet 
Do you not vhasfadge;' that F one tied for 1 Fatad: 
that he died for all, that they who (ke ou) do live a life of juſtifica. 
tion, ſhould not henceforth" ne um — unte him who died for 
them, and roſe again, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 

But it may be, that vou live-contentedly; yea witfullyiph dran pf 
theſe matters. Youz' like Gailio, care for none of theſe ines 
ther they are true or — — you are a _— 8 
Hau are dead "hy 1 li v. to God, dead in lin; oemed: 
to die eter 5 oy law of heaven; Or you are filled with the 
cares of life, ulineſs and family engroſs your-whele heart, and 
all your time: ike e gumbered about many things ; but know- 
ti, Que, thi ds. if you would be fayed;! even the 

your ful; e will yo be pre j you get all you want, 
5 if Jos. 7 get all the avorld, and leſe = ſou 

Same. of my readers, be of another caſt: Civil in bebawour, 

diligei tin "but neſs, SIT your whole conduit, blamaleſ in- 


guent che church. You are regular at facrament. Jou are sharita- 


ble to the poor. All this is right; but is this all? Are your hopes 
of — ut on theſe _ Permit _ dear reader, to beg yow 


would, examine this foundation of your h Is it not plain, that 
by depending on yourlelf, you reject Chrilt ? 8 
er 


g 


your) 
character, and at times devout. You eſteem the ſabbath- Hou 


| 


—_—— » 
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ther foundation than God has laid, even [Jeſus ? And confide” what 
St. Paul ſays, Gal. ii. 21. J de not fruftrate the grate , C 
righteouſne/s come * the lau, then Chrift' is dead in vain. Sure! * 
do not mean to tnat Chriſt died in vain, you abhor the blaſphe- 
my! And yet this is the conſequence. of ſelf-dependance. ' - - © - 
May you be enabled to defiſt from 1 about to eftabliſh your o 
righteouſneſs, and receive Chriſt by faith, who is the Le of the law for 
— to every one e that Vans; omg x. +: May wy reader 
ſays - Amen! : 
149067 ' 2 


A: 8 ex 
On Crucifiin to the World by the Cre of Chriſt. Gal. vi. 14. 


Wird re eee 
On which, the Prince of glory dy d, Or thorns compoſe ſo rich a nn 

My richeſt gam I count but Ble, _ | * dying erimſon, like a robe, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. Spreads o er his body on the tree; 

Forbid it, Lord, that I ſhould boaſt, Iten. ann L dead ee l d globe, 

Save in the th of Chriſt, my God; And all the globe is dead to me 


All the vai thin gs that chaym me mol Wer the whole realm of nature mine 


. Ie b to his blood, ; | Loc yo. mag vr IN 
8. cad, his hands, his cet Love ſo amazing, wine, | 
e dove f flow mingled down! eee my. ie, wy all, 
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